Form for Application for Dispensation

Suffolk Coastal District Council

Member’s Application for Dispensation in respect of a Prejudicial Interest

Note

Under Section 81 of the Local Government Act 2000, as applied by the Relevant Authorities (Standards Committee) Dispensation Regulations 2002, a member who has a prejudicial interest in a matter which is under consideration may not participate in the consideration of that matter by the Council, a Committee or Sub-Committee or by the Executive or a Committee of the Executive unless he/she has first obtained a dispensation from the Standards Committee. 

You may apply for a dispensation by completing this form and sending it to the Monitoring Officer.   However, you should appreciate that the matter of dispensation will have to be dealt with at a properly constituted meeting of the District Council’s Standards Committee.   It cannot be delegated.   Therefore you should allow sufficient time for that meeting to be called and proper notice given.   In those circumstances the application should be sent to the Monitoring Officer not less than 14 days before the date when the matter is to be considered.

	1.
	Member’s name:
	

	2.
	What is the matter which is shortly to be considered and in respect of which you seek a dispensation? 


	

	3.
	What body (Parish/ Town Council, a Committee or Sub-Committee or the Executive or a Committee of the Executive) is this matter to be considered by?


	

	4.
	What is the nature of your prejudicial interest?
	

	5.
	What is the date of the meeting at which this matter is to be considered?
	

	6.
	Under which of the following grounds do you seek this dispensation:
	

	
	(i)
	where no fewer than half of the members of the relevant authority or of a committee of the authority (as the case may be) by which the business is to be considered has an interest which relates to that business;
	

	
	(ii)
	where no fewer than half of the members of a leader and cabinet executive of the relevant authority by which the business is to be considered has an interest which relates to that business;
	

	
	(iii)
	where the inability of the member to participate would upset the political balance of the relevant authority or of the committee of the authority by which the business is to be considered to such an extent that the outcome would be likely to be affected;
	

	7.
	Do you seek a dispensation just for the one meeting or for a longer period? If longer, please state a period not exceeding four calendar years. (Note: It is suggested that the period applied for should not be for a longer period than the remaining term of office of the relevant Councillor(s). 
	

	8.
	Please set out below the reasons why you consider that the Standards Committee should grant this dispensation:




Signed: ………………………………………………….    Date: ……………………………..

*Note: This application should be signed by the Member concerned.   If there are a number of Members referred to on the form, they should all sign the application.

