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1. Background 

1.1  Polity Communications Ltd was asked by Bloor Homes to organise community involvement 

activities relating to their proposals on the South Seafront, Felixstowe. The proposed 

development involves the building of 127 dwellings. The site already benefits from planning 

permission which was granted in 2009 for 158 new homes and associated open space/play 

space. 

1.2 The site falls within Suffolk Costal District Council and in the ward of Felixstowe South. 

1.3 In formulating pre-application community involvement activities around redevelopment 

proposals, Bloor Homes considered how to ensure that residents, businesses and civic societies 

in the locality of the site could: 

 Have access to information about the scheme; 

 Put forward their own ideas and feel confident that there was a process for considering 

ideas; 

 Comment on the formal proposals, and; 

 Get feedback and be informed about progress and outcomes. 

 

1.4 Bloor Homes indicated to officers of the local authority it wished to respond to the desire 

expressed in the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement (adopted 2006) which states 

that ‘the Council considers that it is good practice for applicants to consult with the local 

community on proposals that are sensitive or those that can be expected to attract widespread 

public interest. The Council will expect applicants to undertake their own pre-application public 

consultation and in such cases will be required to demonstrate that they have sought to engage 

with the local community in an appropriate way and to provide details of the methods used and 

the outcomes achieved.’ Such consultation is a key feature of current best practice in community 

involvement in planning and is fully supported by Bloor Homes. 
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1.5 The community involvement strategy for South Seafront, Felixstowe was shared with Council 

officers in advance. Throughout, the approach followed was conceived with best practice in 

mind, taking into account Government Guidance and the policy of Suffolk Coastal District 

Council (SCDC). 
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2. The Community Involvement Programme 

 

2.1  The primary objective of the consultation programme was to inform local people and seek their 

views about the emerging revised proposals for the site prior to the finalisation of a planning 

application. 

2.2  Local consultation was undertaken by means of a community involvement event comprising of 

an exhibition held on 14th December, 2011 at the Felixstowe Town Hall from 12.00 until 

7.00pm. Local ward councillors, residents and businesses were invited and the intention to hold 

the exhibition was shared with Council planning officers in advance. Input was received from 

Council officers to insure the scope of invitation to the public exhibition was appropriate to this 

sort of application.  

2.3 Publicity for the public exhibition was by means of an invitation drop (see Appendix A) that was 

hand delivered within an identified catchment area (see Appendix B). The delivery date of 

Wednesday 7th December was chosen in line with our normal practice to notify local residents 

and businesses just prior to the weekend preceding a consultation event.  
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2.4  Individual email invitations to the exhibition were sent out to all district ward Councillors in 

Felixstowe and all Felixstowe Town Councillors. Cllr Joan Sennington (SCDC), Cllr Andy Smith 

(SCDC) and Cllr Ian Bird (SCDC) attended the exhibition along with a number of Felixstowe Town 

Councillors and Felixstowe Mayor Doreen Savage. 

2.5 The exhibition comprised a series of boards showing the revised plans for the development and 

sketches illustrating how the development might look (see Appendix D). 

2.6 There were 117 visitors to the exhibition which was open between 12 - 7.00 pm on Wednesday 

14th December 2011. Feedback from all visitors was noted by the team. Comment forms (see 

Appendix C) about the proposals were made available and 17 responses were submitted at the 

exhibition. 5 further emails were received after the exhibition 

2.7 Steps were also taken to publicise the exhibition through the local media (see Appendix E) and 

invitations also contained details of a website URL  

(www.bloorhomes.com/felixstowesouthseafront) where invitees who could not make the 

exhibition were able to access information including a PDF of the exhibition boards. Local Blogs 

also featured a link to this URL as well as other information. There were some 126 page 

impressions logged at the website, 101 of these being unique visitors and the average viewing 

time was 3 minutes 20 seconds. 

 

http://www.bloorhomes.com/felixstowesouthseafront
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3. Key issues and responses  

3.1 The following feedback was received either orally or in writing from those attending the 

exhibition. This is not set out in any particular order or given any particular weighting. The issues 

raised may have been by more than one respondent: 

 Infrastructure – A number of residents had concerns over the social infrastructure in the 

area. They stated that most local services such and schools and health centres were 

already experiencing difficulties with demand. 

 

Response: Noted. 

 

 Proposed café – A number of residents asked why a seafront café was on the plans and 

who would own/run the café. One resident stated that they thought that there were 

already sufficient cafés on the seafront. Furthermore it was felt that the Environment 

Agency would object to the development of the proposed café in this location. 

 

Response: The site for a possible future café was on the plans because it formed part of 

the original development brief prepared by the local authority. Possible future 

construction of the café and the future running of café is a matter for the local authority 

to take up in due course. 



 Marina/Slipway  – One resident believed that a marina or a slipway should be 

incorporated within the plans as some of the residents may have boats. 

 

Response: Noted, but no need for this has been identified by the local authority. 
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 Public Toilets  – A number of residents commented on the fact that there are not 

enough public toilets available and requested that such facilities should be incorporated 

in the plans. 

 

Response: Noted, but the local authority has taken the view that these would not be 

economically viable. 



 Traffic Congestion – A number of residents had concerns over the amount of additional 

traffic the development will create, the areas of particular concern were Langer Road 

and Manor Road. 

 

Response: Noted, although clearly there is a reduction in the number of dwellings 

compared to the original plans thus meaning less traffic in the Langer Road and Manor 

Road area. The Transportation Assessment submitted as part of the application will 

demonstrate that traffic generation is acceptable. 

 

 Affordable Housing – A number of residents shared concerns regarding the lack of 

affordable housing on site. However one resident was totally against any type of social 

housing at all. 

 

Response: The number and mix of affordable housing on site has been agreed with the 

local authority. 



 Sea View – A number of residents expressed concern that they may lose their sea views. 

 

Response: Noted, however the principle of development of the site has long since been 

established. 



 Car Park – Will the current car park be developed ? 

 

Response: The scheme provides for a two new purpose-built car parks at Langer Road 

and Manor Terrace. The new scheme provides for 261 spaces. 
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 Flooding  – Some residents shared concerns that the development may be subject to 

flooding. 

 

Response: The proposals have been subject to lengthy and detail discussions with the 

Environment Agency and local authority. No objections have been raised on flooding 

grounds. 

 

 Emergency access – If there is car parking on the estate roads, will there be enough 

room to allow access to emergency vehicles/delivery vehicles? 

 

Response: There will be full compliance with this statutory requirement. 

 

 Design - Will the design of the properties be in keeping with the rest of the Town? 

 

Response: It is believed that the design of the properties reflects the local vernacular of 

the surrounding area. 

 

 Drainage – A number of residents asked about the local drainage and whether this could 

cope with the proposed development, particularly with the perceived risk of flooding. 

 

Response: The proposals were subject of lengthy discussions with the Environment 

Agency, Anglian Water and the local authority. The drainage solution is believed to be 

acceptable. 

 

 Improved proposal – A number of residents stated that they thought the revised 

development was far better than the previous proposals. 

 

Response: Noted. 
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 Green Space – residents wanted to know how the green space/playspace would be 

managed. 

 

Response: These would be managed by the Local Authority. 



 Limited Objections – Only two residents expressed a direct objection to the proposals. 

The clear majority view was that this development will enhance the seafront area. 

 

Response: Noted. 

 

 Consultation - Most residents welcomed the opportunity to see the plans before they 

were to be submitted and liked the early consultation and openness of the event. 

 

Response: Noted. 

 

 Coastwatch  – Have stated that the 3 storey houses on the seaward Southern corner of 

the development  nearest to the Tower might restrict their view of the official ‘Small 

Craft Crossing’ where yachts cross the main shipping lane to Harwich Haven at right 

angles. 

 

Response:  This aspect has been considered in the proposals and there will be further 

discussion with Coastwatch on this matter. 



 Coastwatch  – They have concerns that access to the Tower could be restricted during 

construction and they hope some form of liaison could be established with the building 

contractors to sort out problems as they arise. 

 

Response: Inevitably there will be minor disruption to Coastwatch activities during 

construction, but the applicants are committed to providing them with unrestricted, 

clean, safe and secure access whilst the works are being carried out. 
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 Bandstand  – One resident regretted the loss of the bandstand which had been included 

in the previous proposals. 

 

Response: Noted, but there was no bandstand in the previous proposals. 

 

 Beach Huts – Will the existing beach huts be retained?  If not, will they be relocated? 

 

Response: It is proposed that the beach huts are relocated further to the south of the 

development site. 

 

 Visibility splays - Questions as to whether there is safe visibility at junctions with Langer 

Road? 

 

Response: Noted, this issue will be fully explored in the Transportation Assessment. 

 

 Buses/public transport - Could public transport be improved into Felixstowe town 

Centre?  Could existing bus stops be moved nearer to the development? 

 

Response: Noted. 



 Visitor parking - Support for adequate pay and display parking provision for visitors to 

the seafront. 

 

Response: Noted, this is provided within the proposals. 

 

 Dogs - Could disposal facilities be provided to deal with/deter dog fouling? 

 

Response: Facilities will be provided in public open space areas. 
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 Quantum of recreation space – One visitor to the exhibition thought that this is was 

insufficient recreation space. 

 

Response: Noted, but this is the same quantum as the previously approved application 

at the site. 

 

 Mix of accommodation – Several visitors supported the shift in emphasis from flats to 

family housing. 

 

Response: Noted. 

 

 Construction impacts - Concern over potential construction impacts on surrounding 

residents. 

 

Response: The applicants will endeavour to keep impact/disruption to a minimum and 

adopt considerate construction practices. 
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4. Conclusions 

4.1 The community involvement programme for the redevelopment of the South Seafront 

Felixstowe site was designed with best practice in mind and in consultation with Suffolk Costal 

District Council. 

4.2 Considerable efforts were made to publicise the programme and engage with key stakeholders 

and the local community. There was good participation from a representative cross-section of 

elected representatives, organisations and individuals. 

4.3 Overall, the community involvement exercise revealed that there was significant support for the 

redevelopment of the site which is viewed as being neglected and a local eyesore. The major 

concerns related to traffic congestion and management and potential loss of sea views from 

some neighbouring properties. 

4.4 No specific changes were identified as a result of the pre-application community involvement. 

The proposed scheme maintained many of the elements of the approved application at the site 

with changes such as a re-orientation towards family housing which was broadly supported. 

4.5 Bloor Homes is willing to maintain a dialogue with any interested parties on the proposals in the 

formal consultation period on the submitted planning application. 
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Wednesday 7th December, 2011 

Dear Resident/Neighbour, 

INVITATION TO VIEW NEW PROPOSALS AT FELIXSTOWE SOUTH SEA FRONT 
 

I write on behalf of Bloor Homes to invite you to come and find out more about the revised proposals for the 

development of the above site. 

 

An exhibition will take place in the Courtroom Gallery at Felixstowe Town Hall, Undercliff Road West IP11 2AG on  

Wednesday 14
th

 December, 2011 between 12 Noon and 7pm. Plans will be available and the development team 

will be present to answer any questions you may have and importantly take on board any suggestions. 

 

This is a good opportunity for local residents and businesses to view the plans and give feedback prior to the 

submission of a planning application to Suffolk Coastal District Council.  

 

If you cannot make the exhibition, you can find out more by contacting me or my colleague Lee Jameson on 0207 

242 3969 or by emailing martin@polityuk.com I do hope that you will be able to make the session next 

Wednesday. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Martin HughesDirector  
 

More information available at www. bloorhomes.com/felixstowesouthseafront 
 

 

Public Affairs 

4, Dyers Building 
Holborn 
London EC1N 2JT 
 

T: 020 7242 3969 
F: 020 8181 6234 
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APPENDIX B: Distribution catchment for flyer 
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Wednesday 14th December, 2011 

YOUR SAY 

We would be very grateful if you could leave us your comments on the draft layout plan for the proposed new 

homes at South Seafront, Felixstowe . We would like to consider all feedback from local residents before finalising 

the planning application. If you prefer to think about things and complete this form later, then please post to the 

address shown below, or you can simply email us at martin@polityuk.com 

Name: 

Address: 

Email (if applicable):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU.  WE WILL KEEP YOU INFORMED AS OUR PROPOSALS PROGRESS TOWARDS THE 

SUBMISSION OF A PLANNING APPLICATION. 

If not completed at the exhibition please return to Polity Communications Ltd 4 Dyers Buildings, 

Holborn, London EC1N 2JT or email martin@polityuk.com 

Your comments: 

 

mailto:martin@polityuk.com
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APPENDIX D: Exhibition boards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Members of the development team would be pleased to answer your 
questions and we would be grateful if you would complete a questionnaire, 
as we would value your views. All comments received will be carefully 
considered prior to the submission of the planning application.

Bloor Homes welcomes you to this exhibition of the revised plans for 
South Sea front, Felixstowe.

WELCOME
SOUTH SEA FRONT, FELIXSTOWE

The site covers around 7.08 hectares 
(17.5 acres) and is currently in the 
ownership of Suffolk Coastal District 
Council. The Council has entered into a 
development agreement with Bloor 
Homes to achieve the site’s regeneration.

This exhibition provides an opportunity 
for local residents, businesses and 
organisations to learn about the revised 
proposal and give feedback before plans 
are finalised.

Following public consultation, Bloor 
Homes expects to be able to submit a 
new planning application to Suffolk 
Coastal District Council early in the New 
Year with a view to commencing on site 
in the late Spring of 2012.



The Martello Tower is an important 
landmark at the site. It is one of five 
towers built in 1808 to guard the beach 
at Felixstowe and is both a Scheduled 
Ancient Monument and a Listed building.

As with the previous approved planning 
application at the site, the new scheme 
aims to make the Tower a central 
feature of the regeneration plans by 
ensuring it sits in its historic open space 
with a clear aspect to the sea front.  
A significant financial contribution will 
also be made to repair and refurbish the 
South Sea Front’s most important 
heritage asset. 

In addition, the Royal Observer Corps 
Bunker which is located at the site will 
be preserved and incorporated within 
the proposed landscaping of the 
Maritime Park.

CONTEXT
SOUTH SEA FRONT, FELIXSTOWE

Proposals for the South Sea Front  
have been under discussion for several 
years, and in April 2009, planning 
permission was granted for the 
development of a Maritime Park and 
158 new homes at the site. 

Unfortunately, the adverse economic 
climate prevented this scheme from 
being implemented and a re-think of  
the proposals was undertaken.

Issues relating to flooding were  
fully analysed previously and  
The Environment Agency raised no 
objections subject to certain conditions.

Suffolk Coastal District Council 
(SCDC) has held a long term aim of 
regenerating Felixstowe’s South  
Sea Front. This desire has been 
expressed in the Council’s existing 
Local Plan and its emerging Local 
Development Framework.

The number and type of new homes 
provided in the town over recent years has 
not matched the local increase in demand. 
Coupled with the growth of jobs in 
Felixstowe driven by the expansion of the 
port, there is now an imbalance between 
employment and housing.



The approved & revised Proposals
SOUTH SEA FRONT, FELIXSTOWE

The new proposals are the result of a fresh look at the site. They seek to 
achieve the regeneration of the site within a more constrained economic 
climate whilst still achieving the enhancement of the South Sea Front.

Accommodation Approved proposal Revised proposal

Affordable 2-bedroomed apartments 15 13

Affordable 1-bedroomed apartments 1 -

Private 2-bedroomed apartments 87 17

Private 3-bedroomed houses 55 97

Totals 158 127

The new proposals provide:

•	�The early regeneration of a site which 
has become abandoned over recent years 
and which does not contribute to the 
South Sea Front;

•	�A reduction in some 31 residential  
units (approx 20%) in comparison with 
the previous scheme;

•	�A shift away from apartments to family 
homes – a reduction of 73 apartments 
and an increase of 42 houses;

•	�No greater height than three storeys – 
the approved scheme went up to four 
storeys in parts;

•	�A significant decrease in traffic movements 
in comparison with the original scheme;

•	�Financial contributions to repair and 
refurbish the Martello Tower and provide 
an attractive landscaped setting with 
recreation space and playspace;

•	�Provision of two separate car parking 
areas providing some 261 spaces at 
Langer Road and Manor Terrace;

•	�A highly deliverable development that can 
immediately contribute to reducing the 
lack of housing supply in Felixstowe and 
meet local needs.



The new proposals are the result of a fresh look at the site and seek to 
respond to previous concerns raised.

The revised Proposals
SOUTH SEA FRONT, FELIXSTOWE



The revised plans aim to provide  
high quality homes within an 
enhanced landscaped setting.  
The plans have been conceived to 
ensure that the setting of the  
Listed building is not compromised. 

The scheme has been designed around the 
historical grid system of the town of Felixstowe. 
The proposed residential use will compliment  
the neighbouring residential area, helping 
connections and casual routes across the site.  
It will also improve the security of the local area.

A Sustainable Proposal
SOUTH SEA FRONT, FELIXSTOWE

The leisure and recreational aspects of 
the proposals are based on the creation 
of a new linear park. This will run from 
Sea Road to Manor Terrace and will 
include play areas, picnic areas, wildlife 
areas and pedestrian routes. An area 
has also been designated for a 
potential beachside café.

Sustainability will be at the heart of  
the new plans, not just in terms of 
environmentally friendly construction 
but also in terms of the relationship to 
existing services and facilities.

The site is well located to existing 
community, educational and leisure 
facilities and there are also good 
pedestrian and cycle links to the town 
centre and pier.

254 car parking spaces are provided 
for the new homes, and some 261 pay 
and display public car parking spaces 
will be provided at Langer Road and 
Manor Terrace, ensuring that there will 
be adequate and good quality provision 
for visitors. 

Proposed trees

Native and semi-native planting will provide screening and visual enclosure. 
Ornamental planting to the viewing area and adjacent to the future café will add 
colour and interest all year round

Existing area of coastal grassland to be retained throughtout the site and enhanced 
to improve biodiversity. Different management regimes applied accordingly with 
location and use. Dashed lines indicated desire lines for pedestrian links around 
Martello Tower that may be created by mown pathways

Amenity grass within kickabout and picnic areas

Grass moulds up to 1.5m in height, creating screening as well as providing 
opportunity for ecological enhancement of the site

Gravel/pebble margin between the footpath/cycleway and the flood defence wall 
with specimen plants of coastal character

Footpath/cycleway

Sensory Finger Maze within footpath

Trim Trail/Playable area

Area 3 – seating area/play facilities including Water Play

Area for possible future café with external seating/dining area

KEY



Thank you for visiting this exhibition of the revised plans for the 
South Sea Front. We would be grateful if you would leave us with 
your comments on one of our questionnaires.

Summary
SOUTH SEA FRONT, FELIXSTOWE

Once the development team has had  
the opportunity of reviewing local 
feedback, a new planning application 
will be submitted to Suffolk Coastal 
District Council. If you would like to 
receive details of the finalised planning 
application, please let us know.

The revised proposals provide:

• �The delivery of the regeneration of the 
South Sea Front;

• �Quality new homes to meet local needs;

• �A reduction in the number of proposed 
new homes at the site;

• �A shift in emphasis towards family 
homes rather than flats;

• �Enhancement of an abandoned site  
with quality new landscaping and 
leisure proposals;

• �Exemplary design;

• �Sustainable development;

• �Financial contributions to refurbish  
an important heritage asset.

The leisure facilities and public  
areas have been drawn up in close 
discussions with officers from Suffolk 
Coastal District Council. The new 
leisure proposals offer an exciting 
range of play facilities for children of 
all ages, whether they be visitors or 
those living in the proposed homes  
or other local residents. There are  
a range of attractions for other age 
groups that will help make this an 
exciting addition to the reasons  
why Felixstowe offers great days  
by the sea.

This fresh approach takes into 
account both the requirements  
to provide much needed leisure  
facilities on the South Sea Front 
area whilst keeping any ongoing  
costs to the Council Taxpayer down 
to a minimum.

Suffolk Coastal District Council

“

“
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readeroffer
2for1 ticket offer at

Terms and conditions: The promotion is 2 tickets for the price of 1 for selected titles
only during the dates advertised • No cash redemption, exchanges of refunds •
Photocopies or defaced tokens will not be accepted • Voucher subject to availability •
Voucher valid at Cineworld Cinemas Ipswich only • Voucher cannot be used to purchase
tickets via the telephone booking line or internet • Vouchers cannot be used to pre-
book tickets in advance • This voucher gives the bearer no preference over other
customers • The promoter reserves the right to withdraw the offer at any time, without
prior notice • Standard cinema terms & conditions and cinema license restrictions apply
• In case of dispute, the cinema manager's decision is final and no correspondence will
be entered into.

Twilight: Breaking Dawn Pt 1 (12A)

2 for 1 VOUCHER

✁

Cineworld Cardinal Park has teamed
up with the Evening Star to offer
readers a great two for one deal.
With every ticket purchased to see
Cineworld’s Film of the Week
Twilight: Breaking Dawn Pt 1, you will
receive another absolutely free.

For film details go to www.cineworld.co.uk

Valid Monday, December 5 to Thursday, December 8, 2011

readercompetition

Win £100 restaurant
vouchers with Colgate
Wherever you are, whatever you’re doing,
you want to be confident in your smile.
For that you’ll need a good oral health
routine, but for a lasting effect, it’s best to
supplement brushing and flossing with a
mouthrinse you can rely on.
With 12-hour antibacterial action and great
Colgate taste, Colgate Plax strengthens your
gums and protects against gum disease,
while fighting cavities with fluoride. It also
freshens breath and strengthens enamel -
even cleaning in the hard-to-reach places, to
give you better results than brushing alone. 
Visit www.colgateplax.co.uk between now
and February 5, 2012 for your chance to win
fabulous prizes every 12 hours.  In the
meantime, enter this competition to win £100
worth of Frankie & Benny’s restaurant
vouchers, courtesy of Colgate Plax. 
Simply go to www.colgateplax.co.uk and
answer this question for your chance to win:
How many prizes can you win every 12
hours?       a) 12    b) 25    c) 50? 
Send your entry along with your name and
contact number to; Colgate Plax competition,
PO Box 137, Ipswich, IP4 1EH. 

The closing date is December 17, 2011.
Usual Archant competition rules apply.

readercompetition

Win family tickets to
see The Wizard of Oz
One of the best loved stories ever told... A
spectacular all new professional pantomime
version of the classic story featuring the star of
BBC TV’s Tracy Beaker actress Dani Harmer as
Dorothy, Ken Morley ‘Reg Holdsworth from
Coronation Street’ as The Wizard, the hilarious
ventriloquist Gareth Oliver ‘Britain’s Got Talent’
as the Scarecrow, Matthew McVarish
‘Raymond from CBeebies ‘Me Too!’ as the
Lion, and Aaron Sidwell ‘Steven Beale from
EastEnders’ as the Wicked Witch’s Henchman.
Follow Kansas farm-girl Dorothy and her pet
dog Toto on this magical adventure suitable for
all ages. Watch as they are picked up by a
tornado and carried off to the magical Land of
Oz. With help from their new friends the
Munchkins, they to travel to the Emerald City
where the great Wizard of Oz lives. 
On their way they meet a Scarecrow who needs
a brain, a Tin Man who wants a heart, and a
Cowardly Lion who desperately needs courage.
Will the wonderful Wizard of Oz be able to help
them before the Wicked Witch of the West
captures them in her dungeon??!!...
Come and find out this December as Enchanted
Entertainment take the original story written by
L. Frank Baum and give it a new pantomime
twist as only they can. It’s going to be great fun
and a wonderful festive treat for all the family. 
So let’s click our heels together and follow the
Yellow Brick Road to the Ipswich Regent

Theatre for a fantastic Christmas pantomime.
Packed with amazing dance routines, brilliant
songs and plenty of laughter for all ages!!  Call
the box office on 01473 433100 for full
performance details.
For your chance to win a family ticket simply
answer the following question:
Who wrote The Wizard of OZ? 
Send your answer, name and contact number
to Regent Panto competition, Evening Star, PO
Box 137, Ipswich IP4 1EH. The closing date is
December 15, 2011. Usual Archant competition
rules apply.

28 years in the pipeline... 
now the seafront facelift 
may finally get go-ahead
BY RICHARD CORNWELL
richard.cornwell@eveningstar.co.uk

IN FOCUS: 
Felixstowe’s 
south 
seafront is 
still waiting to 
be developed 
– 28 years 
after secret 
discussions 
over its future 
first began. 
Inset, Suffolk 
Coastal 
councillor 
Robert 
Whiting

★

timeline

■ Secret discussions over the 
future of Felixstowe’s south 
seafront began in 1983. At the 
time the site was occupied by 
1,000 beach huts, bringing 
daytrippers throughout the 
summer.

■ In 1987, building company 
Fairclough was signed up to 
develop the site.

■ Beach hut owners – led by 
James Butters and Ernest 
Smith – launched an action 
group to fight the removal of 
their seaside chalets. 

■ In 1989, after 18 months of 
negotiation with Suffolk 
Coastal council, Fairclough 
pulled out of the project – 
never explaining why.

■ Despite protests, huts were 
removed from the site, leaving 
it desolate, as the council 
sought a new development 
partner.

■ The 1990s’ recession failed 
to produce any new ideas for 
the land. Lost beach hut rents, 
admin and consultants’ costs, 
a failed bid to grass the site, 
compensation, and other 
charges cost council taxpayers 
around £2m over the years.

■ With the dawn of a new 
decade, a fresh bid was made 
to develop the land with the 
current partnership with Bloor 
drawn up to create a maritime 
park funded by housing – but 
even this met with hundreds of 
protests from residents.

■ In 2009 Martello Park was 
given the go-ahead but the 
economic downturn has 
delayed the scheme.

The saga

FELIXSTOWE: Revised pro-
posals have been drawn up 
for a multi-million pound 
project to regenerate part of 
Felixstowe seafront, it was 
revealed today.

Developers are preparing 
to put in a new planning 
application next month and 
hope the scheme for the 
resort’s 17-acre south sea-
front can get under 
way in late spring.

Previous plans 
have faced huge 
campaigns of 
opposition over 
nearly three 
decades, but 
objections 
petered out when 
a scheme was even-
tually approved by 
councillors two years ago 
for 158 homes and £2million 
of leisure attractions.

Since then work has been 
on hold with the develop-
ment partners Bloor Homes 
and Suffolk Coastal council 
agreeing recession was not 
the best time to begin the 
high-profile project.

The new draft plans will 
be unveiled at an exhibition 
next Wednesday  from noon 
to 7pm at Felixstowe Town 
Hall.

The changes are expected 
to involve a new layout for 
the proposed new homes, 
but campaigners will be 
hoping the scheme does not 
see a cut in the leisure facili-
ties, especially as these have 
already been drastically 

ward, whilst retaining a 
package of landscaping, rec-
reational and playspace 
measures which will 
enhance the seafront.

“We will also be provid-
ing new and improved pub-
lic car parking provision of 
some 261 spaces at Langer 
Road and Manor Terrace as 
well as a substantial finan-
cial contribution to achieve 
the refurbishment of the 
listed Martello Tower.”

Robert Whiting, cabinet 
member for resources at 
Suffolk Coastal, said, “Our 
role in this partnership is to 
ensure the best possible deal 
from the sale of the land and 
to gain some much- needed 

leisure attractions for this 
key part of the resort.  

“The new leisure propos-
als offer an exciting range of 
play facilities for children of 
all ages, whether they be 
visitors or those living in 
the proposed homes or other 
local residents. There is also 
a range of attractions for 
other age groups that would 
help make this an exciting 
addition to the reasons why 
Felixstowe offers great days 
by the sea.”

■ How should the south 
seafront be developed? Write 
to Your Letters, Evening Star, 
30 Lower Brook Street, 
Ipswich IP4 1AN.

reduced over the 
years.
The currently-

approved scheme fea-
tures a variety of new 

play equipment for all ages, 
with water play jets, picnic 
areas, and seats, cycle paths, 
gardens and a small stage 
and seating area for musical 
and theatrical events.

Tim Bluff, land director at 
Bloor Homes Eastern, said: 
“It has been a long-held 
aspiration of the council to 
achieve the regeneration of 
this prominent site, but 
delivery has been hampered 
by adverse market 
conditions. 

“The good news is that we 
now believe 
we have a solu-
tion which can 
bring this 
important 
scheme for-

In brief
Cash continues 
to pour in for 
treasured fund
IPSWICH: More than £180,000 has 
been raised to help transform a 
hospital ward.
The Woolverstone Wish was set up to 
raise £800,000 to transform Ipswich 
Hospital’s oncology ward, which 
cannot cope with the increasing 
number of people needing treatment. 
The cramped conditions mean 
patients are often forced to receive 
chemotherapy in corridors due to a 
shortage of treatment rooms. So far, 
more than £180,000 has been raised. 
Visit www.woolverstonewish.org.uk

KESGRAVE: An evening of 
reflection is set to be held in 
honour of loved ones who have 
passed away.
Kesgrave Town Council are to host 
the event which will see gold stars 
displayed as an act of remem-
brance during the festive period. 
This year, the stars, made by the 
Scout group, are available from the 
council offices. The event will take 
place at 7pm on December 16 in 
Legion Green on Ropes Drive West.

Evening of reflection 
to honour loved ones

Country market to 
host yuletide event
KESGRAVE: A market will be held to 
allow residents one last chance to 
purchase local produce ahead of 
Christmas day. 
The Kesgrave and Country market will 
be held in the morning of December 
17, with lots of bargains up for grabs. 
The market will be held in the Scout 
Headquarters on Rupert Fison 
Square, Kesgrave.

resort’s 17-acre south sea-
front can get under 
way in late spring.

a scheme was even-
tually approved by 
councillors two years ago 

reduced over the 
years.
The currently-

approved scheme fea-
tures a variety of new 




