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G e s . . . . .
O SHARE o824 Suffolk Coastal’s commitment to deliver success has seen a major improvement in the

performance of its planning service over the last year, whose efforts have resulted in an
increased grant from the Government.

Last week’s announcement of planning delivery grants (PDG) for the coming year saw Suffolk
Coastal receive the second highest amount in the county, with £302,000 being awarded.

“All councils receive some money, but the Government’s top allocations go to those who have
performed well and improved from last year. The fact that we got over £300,000 of the £135
million available nationally is official recognition of the real and excellent improvements being
carried out in our district,” said ClIr Rae Leighton, Cabinet Member for Community Well-being.

“Over the last couple of years we have worked hard to move from being a Council that made
good and well-considered decisions on planning applications to one that still provide that quality
but is more in line with national targets for the time taken with dealing with each application.

“We have put in place an improvement plan and made use of money available from the
Government to provide a speedier, more customer-friendly service but one which is still providing
the protection for our district that our residents expect,” added CllIr Leighton.

The vast majority of planning applications are now determined in less than eight weeks, largely
thanks to changes introduced as part of the improvement plan, the use of new computer
software, and additional staffing.

Much more information on planning is now available on the Council’'s website, with people now
able to apply online, and find out much of the background information about any plans that have
been submitted. A planning helpdesk at Melton Hill has been open for a year and has also
helped provide a better service to customers of the planning service.

“There is still scope for more improvements but | must thank the efforts of all our planning staff
and our councillors who have delivered this success story. They know that there can be no let-up
in their efforts as we are committed to maintaining and beating our current high standards.

“What residents should also be pleased by is that there is no indication of any drop in the quality
or wisdom of the decisions being taken by this Council on planning matters. Recent statistics
show that we were successfully defending 86 per cent of our decisions when they were taken to
appeal, which compares with a national average of 64 per cent,” added ClIr Leighton.

Anyone wanting information about planning can visit the Council’'s website
www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk where there is a link off the home page, or pop into the new-look
planning helpdesk at the Melton Hill offices during normal office hours Monday to Friday.
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People with mobility problems will find it easier to get to enjoy the seafront at Felixstowe from
this Easter, thanks to a new ‘all-terrain’ wheelchair that will help them access the beach.

The wheelchair has been provided by the BASIC Life Charity, who are based in Felixstowe and
have kindly donated nearly £3,000 for the specialised wheelchair. Suffolk based disability charity
Optua has also helped to co-ordinate the project, after being involved in testing a similar
wheelchair for Aldeburgh.

“It has long been the national belief that it is virtually impossible to offer suitable access for
disabled people on shingle or sandy beaches, but we decided to challenge that view and, after
in-depth investigations, we found an American-made wheelchair which is especially designed for
use on soft or rough ground,” said Cllir Doreen Savage, Cabinet Member for Customer &
Partners.

“With the help of Optua (formerly Rethink Disability), we tested it out and were very pleased to
see how successful it was, and last May a chair for use on Aldeburgh beach was purchased
from contributions to the public subscription for the Scallop.

“Now, thanks to a very generous donation from the BASIC Life Charity, a similar chair is
available for use by residents and visitors in Felixstowe who have mobility problems and who
wish to access the beaches in this popular resort,” continued Clir Savage.

The chair will be stored at the Felixstowe Tourist Information Centre at Undercliff Road West,
and is available for free use for up to two hours per user between 9am and 5pm Monday —
Sunday (April — October), 9am —-5pm Monday — Friday (9.30am Saturday) (November — March)
on deposit of a Blue Badge, driving licence or similar document.

The chair at Aldeburgh is stored in a shed in the Council’s car park in Thorpe Road, and is
available for use on the same terms. The key to the shed can be obtained from the Aldeburgh
Tourist Information Centre.

“'Having seen the Aldeburgh chair successfully in action, we were pleased to be able to find an
all-terrain chair for visitors to Felixstowe. We are sure that this chair will make the experience of
a day on the beach more fun and will make it much more accessible to a significant part of our
community,” said Graham Denny of BASIC Life Charity.
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The detailed report from consultants setting out their vision for the future of the Felixstowe
Peninsula has now been made public and has been welcomed as an exciting step forward by the
partnership that commissioned the study.

Last year David Lock Associates were asked to draw up a long-term vision for the regeneration
and future of Felixstowe with funding from the East of England Development Agency, English
Partnerships, Felixstowe Town Council, Haven Gateway and Suffolk Coastal.

“Supporting urban renaissance is central to English Partnerships’ activities. We believe that
bringing about change relies on forging strong working partnerships which are capable not only
of creating a vision, but also have the capacity to deliver ambitious plans. After widespread
engagement with local residents, businesses and the wider community, David Lock Associates
have now produced a vision for how Felixstowe and its peninsula could develop in the future.
The Local Strategy for the Felixstowe Peninsula is a detailed look at the issues facing the area
and presents some of the possible solutions that could assist its regeneration,” said Mark White,
Regeneration Manager at English Partnerships.

The town planning and urban design consultancy sought the views of the public at exhibitions
and through questionnaires, and held a number of meetings with town and parish councillors,
local community and other groups.

“There is a great deal here to weigh up and discuss and | hope as many people as possible take
the chance to read and debate the recommendations that have been made. This is an important
document which deserves some serious consideration and | am sure that it will stimulate a great
deal of thought at this Council and any other organisation that is committed to building a better
future for Felixstowe,” said Clir Cyril Webb, Mayor of Felixstowe Town Council.

The consultants point out the major challenges facing the town as average households are
becoming smaller, so that over 20 years some 1,700 new homes would be needed just to
accommodate the same population. The current demand for new homes from the local
community, as well as those wanting to move to the town, is not being met. Without new homes,
the population will decrease, becoming older on average. As a result, there is more traffic on
the roads as people have to commute into the town, and if this population trend continues, some
schools are likely to close, and shops lose trade.

Four scenarios for future development have been outlined, each with a range of approaches for
addressing the negative trends that the consultants have identified in relation to housing,
employment, leisure, the town centre, and community development.

The report recognises that around half of the jobs in Felixstowe are dependent on the Port and
suggests that there may be a need to diversify to offer alternative job prospects so that the town
is not so reliant on one activity.

“The Port is a valued and welcome source of employment, but the consultants are right to
highlight that our local labour market is highly dependent on it. The report points to the need for
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Report shows how and why Felixstowe needs improving

strategies to be adopted that can attract new inward investment that will help create new jobs
and fuel the regeneration of Felixstowe,” said Clir John Perry, Suffolk Coastal Cabinet Member
for the Economy and Tourism.

The report suggests the best locations for future development that include previously used land
in Felixstowe and also parcels of land around the Trimleys. It also proposes some radical and
innovative ideas for improvements to ‘the public realm’ — in Hamilton Road, the seafront and
elsewhere.

“As the consultants emphasise, this report should be seen as ‘independent recommendations’.
We called in outside experts because we wanted someone with proven experience, skills and
creative solutions to come up with proposals for the way forward for Felixstowe. A key aspect of
the report is that it identifies that doing nothing is not an option. Without any positive intervention
issues, such as an ageing population, the trend for young people to leave and the need for more
homes, will result in a lower quality of life for everyone living around the town,” said Samantha
Togher, Senior Executive of the East of England Development Agency.

Any proposals for the future development of land and property in Felixstowe and its peninsula
would still be subject to full and formal public consultation as they would have to be incorporated
into the Local Development Framework being drawn up by Suffolk Coastal — a process which
has already started.

“Their ideas for a new look for the Town are exciting — but a real challenge to us all to bring
about. This report is a valuable and exciting analysis of ways that we could progress — but these
are not cast in stone, they are only proposals and are therefore open to challenge, debate and
improvement. What is clear is that we cannot afford to do nothing and this report sets the
foundation for us all to start working together to help provide the planned and carefully managed
changes that will help build a better Felixstowe. Today is the end of the consultants’ work — but
the beginning of the whole community’s chance to debate and shape a better future for us all,”
said Cllr Andy Smith, Suffolk Coastal's Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Planning.

The next stage for the consultants’ report is that it will be considered by the partner
organisations, including Suffolk Coastal’'s Cabinet. The report can be viewed in full on
www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/yourdistrict/planning/felixstowe/ while hard copies can be read at the
Council's Melton Hill offices and Felixstowe Town Council, and from Saturday at Trimley Post
Office and Felixstowe library.

“Felixstowe is a key part of one of the areas for investment that the Haven Gateway Partnership
has identified in its bid to Government for the sub-region to be designated a ‘Growth Point’. The
master plan will support that submission as well as being one of the key documents we will use
to attract funding for the town. The Partnership helped initiate this project and is very keen to
work with the other agencies to help realise the aspirations that have been identified,” said Mike
Bateson, the Haven Gateway Partnership Secretary.

Notes: The East of England Development Agency (EEDA) is the driving force behind sustainable
economic regeneration in the East of England: Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Essex,
Hertfordshire, Norfolk and Suffolk. The vision for the East of England is to create a leading
economy, founded on a world class knowledge base, creativity and enterprise to improve the
quality of life for all who live and work here. For further information follow the link to

www.eeda.org.uk.
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Once again, Suffolk Coastal has netted the county division Local Authority Groundsman of the
Year award, with Ben Connell carrying off the trophy run by the Institute of Groundmanship and
the Football Association.

Ben, who is Head Groundsman at Suffolk Coastal Services Ltd., who maintain the outdoor play
and leisure spaces on behalf of Suffolk Coastal, also came second overall in the Eastern region
finals.

Earlier in the year judging took place at the football pitch at Dellwood Avenue in Felixstowe,
which is maintained by Ben and his apprentice Thomas Mayes and the awards were announced
at a ceremony in March.

“This is the fourth year we have won this award which aims to put the spotlight on councils who
are premiership class when it comes to providing football pitches for their local teams,” said
Councillor Rae Leighton, Cabinet Member with responsibility for leisure.

“Ben is continuing to maintain the high standards set by his predecessors and when he is not
looking after the Dellwood pitch he is responsible for our other football and sports pitches such
as rugby and cricket, while keeping a careful eye on some of the district’s flowerbeds,” added
Councillor Leighton.

The judges not only inspected the Dellwood Avenue pitch, but also met with Ben to find out
more about what is done to maintain the quality of the playing surface. Factors taken into
account included the number and frequency of games, standards of maintenance and fertilising.

Ben and his team are responsible for 16 football pitches (12 adult and four junior), two cricket
wickets and outfields, two hockey pitches, two grass tennis courts and one rugby pitch across
the district. Anyone who would like to book one of these pitches can contact Matthew Payne on
01394 444233.
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Residents across Suffolk Coastal are being asked to play their part in stopping illegal dumping
by checking that the people they employ to dispose of their rubbish are following the official
rules.

Since November 2005 a new law passed by Parliament placed a legal responsibility on all
householders to ensure that all their waste is disposed of properly, with the threat of being fined
if they do not comply.

“Waste cowboys can make huge sums of money by charging to take away household rubbish
and dumping it illegally. If that rubbish is traced back the Council could fine the householder,”
said Councillor Andrew Nunn, Cabinet Member for the Environment, natural and built.

“This could affect people who hire workmen who take materials away from their property as part
of their service. Contractors such as builders or waste clearance companies will normally need a
waste carrier registration. To ensure residents do not fall foul of the law they should ask their
contractor for their registered waste carrier number and documentation to say how the waste
was disposed of.

“Normal domestic waste is collected by Suffolk Coastal Services Ltd, a registered contractor, on
the Council’'s behalf, but this waste should only be put out on the day of collection. Domestic
rubbish left in or close to litter bins or at recycling centres will be regarded as fly-tipping which
attracts a £80 fixed penalty fine,” continued Councillor Nunn.

Householders can still dispose of their own waste at Suffolk County Council's household waste
and recycling centres at Leiston, Foxhall and Felixstowe, free of charge. If an item is too bulky
to take to one of the centres, Suffolk Coastal Services Ltd can collect and dispose of these items
for a fee.

The Environmental Protection (Duty of Care) Regulations 1992 (as amended) requires
householders to make sure their waste is only removed from their premises by registered waste
carriers.

“We intend to enforce the new legislation to deter illegal dumping and fly-tipping as the clearing
up of dumped rubbish costs the country over £500 million a year, and in Suffolk Coastal the cost
of its cleansing operations including its litter clear up teams is around £700,000,” added
Councillor Nunn.

Householders who want to check whether their carrier is registered can either phone the
Environment Agency on 08708 506 506 or visit their website http://www?2.environment-

agency.gov.uk/epr/search.asp

People who want to register as legal carriers can do so by contacting the local Environment
Agency office at Cobham Road, Ipswich, telephone 08708 506 506.

To request the removal of bulky items by Suffolk Coastal Services Ltd telephone 01394 444000.
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The dream of young people in Felixstowe of having their own skatepark took a significant leap
forward this week when planning permission was granted for the new facility at Orwell Green.

The go-ahead was given for a 20 metre by 30-metre skateboard/BMX area at the southern end
of Orwell Green, subject to some planning conditions that will help control the use of the
proposed facility.

“This is great news that we now have an agreed site for Felixstowe’s first skatepark but to take it
off the drawing boards and into reality will need young people to play their part,” said Clir Rae
Leighton, Cabinet Member for Community Well-being.

“The total cost of getting the skatepark in place is £140,000 and to date £85,000 of that has
been set aside but that still leaves a significant amount of funding to be found.

“This Council will be working closely with local groups to help find the rest of the money but for
the project to succeed we need a concerted and united effort by the community, particularly
young people, to successfully bridge the gap,” added Clir Leighton.

To date Felixstowe Town Council has backed the project with £30,000, while Suffolk Coastal's
Cabinet agreed earlier this month to put in £15,000 if the scheme gained planning permission. A
further £40,000 has been set aside from the Council’s playspace fund, which is generated from
applicants carrying out housing developments in the town.

The skatepark has been designed to be set 1.2 metres below ground level, with a landscape
bund on three sides of it to help reduce the noise and visual impact. There will be two lighting
columns on the site that will include CCTV coverage.

Tuesday’'s meeting of the South Area Development Control Sub-Committee unanimously
approved the application with conditions to be agreed to ensure that the lighting would be
switched off at 8.30pm, along with controls on the times of use and some additional landscaping
works. The Committee had recently visited the site to help them reach their decision.

“Last year's launch of a skatepark in Leiston has | think shown clearly how such a facility can be
safely run and prove a big attraction for local youngsters. There are no doubts that there is a
demand for such a facility in Felixstowe and | believe that we have now found the best possible
location for it.

“Clearly there will need to be a close eye kept on this facility when it opens. We have been
working closely with the police on this project, and they will play an active role in its first few
weeks. The proposed ban on drinking alcohol in some parts of Felixstowe will include the
skatepark and is an important additional power to help police its use.

“The young people themselves will be the key to both delivering the skatepark and its
subsequent success. | hope that they will now come forward to get involved in playing an active
part in what will become an exciting facility for their town,” added ClIr Leighton.

http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/newsarchive2006/skatepark270406.htm[18/10/2010 14:29:53]


http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/news/
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/newsarchive2006/
http://voice.dixerit.com/suffcoastdix
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/AtoZ.htm
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/sitemap.htm
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/help/accessibility/
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/help/
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/Jobs
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/yourfreetime/whatson/
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/yourcouncil/contactus
javascript:SendVote(1)
javascript:SendVote(1)
javascript:SendVote(2)
javascript:SendVote(3)
javascript:SendVote(3)
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
javascript:ChangeFontSize(1)
javascript:ChangeFontSize(2)
javascript:ChangeFontSize(3)
http://suffolkcoastal.searchimprove.com/
http://suffolkcoastal.searchimprove.com/

Skatepark jumps over latest hurdle

Any young person, or any community group, that wants to become involved in the Felixstowe
skatepark project can find out more by contacting Joe Liggett at Suffolk Coastal on 01394

444318.
© Suffolk Coastal District Council. | ~ ~ XHTML ~  WAI-AA
Last updated: 11/01/2010 16:10:32 WaC "“«é W3C 5l0 o W52 wias 10

http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/news/newsarchive/newsarchive2006/skatepark270406.htm[18/10/2010 14:29:53]


http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/check/referer
http://jigsaw.w3.org/css-validator/check/referer
http://validator.w3.org/check?uri=referer
http://www.w3.org/WAI/WCAG1AA-Conformance
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/legalprivacy.htm
http://www.suffolkcoastal.gov.uk/stats.htm

Ban will tackle rowdy drinkers in Felixstowe

Suffolk Coastal

...where quality of life counts

|

2006 news archive

How do you rate this

information or service?

06

'-”}_;} Website approved
. o

£ SHARE

ot B3 A

Go to content | A to Z | Sitemap | Accessibility | Help | Jobs | What's on | Contact us
SUFFOLE S ’-"‘- L Ly COUNCIL

Text size: A

j' Search

e

Home > News from Suffolk Coastal > News archive > 2006 news archive >

Ban will tackle rowdy drinkers in Felixstowe

ufgn-'- Listen to the text on this page
04 May 2006

Archived press release.

By the time that the first ball has been kicked in next month’'s World Cup, local police should
have the powers they need to stop people drinking in public, in parts of Felixstowe that have
been plagued by bad behaviour linked to alcohol.

Suffolk Coastal’'s Cabinet this week (Tuesday) gave the go-ahead to a Felixstowe Town Council-
led initiative to bring in designation orders to tackle the problem of alcohol-related incidents in its
town, a move that has also been backed by the Suffolk Coastal Crime and Disorder Reduction
Partnership.

“We hope to have the designation orders in place in time for the start of the World Cup that
kicks off on June 9, and this will enable the local police to enforce bans on drinking in public in
key parts of Felixstowe,” said Cllr Sherrie Green, Cabinet Member for Community Well-being.

“With these new additional powers, the local police will be in a better position to deal with drink-
related incidents in the areas of Felixstowe that they and the Town Council have identified.

“This is not a ban on everyone drinking in these places but will mean that the police would have
the authority to take action against anyone acting in an anti-social manner. The aim is to give the
resort a more friendly and welcoming environment and to improve the quality of life of those
living in and visiting the town,” added Clir Green.

Signs will be erected warning people that they are in a designated zone and that if they continue
to drink alcohol and behave in an anti-social manner they risk being fined up to £500 and being
arrested if they fail to surrender their intoxicating liquor. Similar drinking bans were introduced
last year to parts of the town centres in Woodbridge and Leiston.

Between September 2004 and October 2005 there were 554 alcohol-related offences recorded
by the police in Felixstowe. The statistics show that over one quarter of all crimes recorded in
Felixstowe were alcohol-related, with this being at the root of nearly half of all incidents of
violence against the person, and a third of criminal damage and theft from motor cars.

“It must be emphasised that this district is officially one of the safest in terms of crime in the
country and Felixstowe compares very well with other similar towns. But alcohol is at the root of
27.8 per cent of the resort’s crimes, which make up about one-fourteenth of the entire district’s
recorded crime. Giving this extra power to the police could have a really significant impact on
making both Felixstowe and this district even safer, and should help improve the quality of life of
the resort’s residents.

“I am delighted that we will have this in place ready for the summer months when anti-social
behaviour linked to drinking in public places is traditionally at its worst, and | am sure it will be a
boost for the police that they can invoke the powers by the start of the World Cup which has
often sparked problems across the country.

“The new licensing laws may mean that it is easier than ever to drink, but that does not offer an
excuse for bad behaviour. This Council supports designation orders like these and partnership
campaigns like Operation Nightsafe which are aimed at encouraging sensible drinking and better
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Ban will tackle rowdy drinkers in Felixstowe
behaviour,” added ClIr Green.

The proposed designated areas in Felixstowe are:

a) The Gardens, Promenade, Seafront and foreshore from Orford Road to Cobbolds Point and
bordered by and including Sea Road, Undercliff Road West, Hamilton Gardens, Bath Hill and
Undercliff Road East, the Convalescent Hill, Pier Bight, Spa Pavilion Car Parks and Wolsey
Steps.

b) Hamilton Road from Bent Hill up to St Andrews Road including the area around the
Triangle. ¢) Undercliff Road West from Sea Road to Ordnance Roundabout including Snow
Hill Steps and Pram Hill Walk.

d) Cavendish Park North and South including the proposed Orwell Green Skatepark.

e) Orwell High School All Weather Sports Area (to be constructed) and surrounding playing fields
and parking areas.

f) Felixstowe Cemetery, including the proposed Cemetery extension on the adjacent allotment
land and Cemetery Path.

g) The car parks at Crescent Road, The Grove, Ranelagh Road, Golf Road, Brackenbury Fort,
Highfield Road, Manor Terrace, and Arwela Road.

h) The following open spaces; Adastral Close, Langer Park, Allenby Park, Coronation Playing
Field, Dellwood Avenue Recreation Ground, Brackenbury Cliff known as “the Dip”, Eastwood Ho!,
Walton Recreation Ground, Gosford Way and The Grove.

i) High Road West and High Street, Walton between Garrison Lane and the bridge over Port of
Felixstowe Road.

j) Brackenbury Sports Centre.
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O SHARE o824 Visitors to Framlingham this summer will be able to visit the region’s first mobile Tourist

Information Centre to find out more about the town and the attractions on offer in the
surrounding villages.

The trailer will be used to promote the tourist attractions, local shops, restaurants, and food and
drink producers that are clustered around the historic town.

“The trailer has been provided by the Framlingham & District Development Trust with grant aid
from Suffolk Coastal and the Action for Market Towns ‘Quality of Place’ scheme,” said Councillor
John Perry, Cabinet Member with responsibility for tourism.

“As well as promoting the attractions of Framlingham and the surrounding area, this facility will
also be a useful resource for local residents as it will have information on the range of clubs,
organisations and activities that go on in this bustling market town.

“This is another excellent example of what can be achieved when organisations work together
for the benefit of the local community and | am sure it will be well used by visitors and
residents,” added Councillor Perry.

During the summer the trailer will visit various sites in Framlingham and the surrounding area as
well as local events. It will be staffed by volunteers and information that can normally be found
in the district’'s Tourist Information Centres at Woodbridge, Felixstowe and Aldeburgh will be

available.
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Archived press release.

O SHARE o824 Suffolk Coastal has given letters to groups of travellers who have set up camp at two of the

district's most important sites for wildlife as the first stage of an attempt to get them to move on.

On Tuesday a large party of travellers with around 40 vehicles moved onto a particularly
sensitive part of Sutton Heath, while four family groups have been camped at Upper Hollesley
Common for just over a week.

“We have delivered letters to both groups as we take their presence very seriously and we want
them to get off these sites now. Sutton Heath and Upper Hollesley Common are two of our
district’'s most important areas for wildlife and it is now the nesting season so this is a particularly
sensitive time,” said Clir Rae Leighton, Cabinet Member for Community Well-being.

“Sutton Heath and Hollesley Common are also key parts of the coast and heaths area that is
officially an area of outstanding natural beauty. The travellers’ presence is putting at risk our
natural environment.

“l would ask publicly for both these groups to show their commitment to the environment by
moving on now. | can assure them that we are ready and willing to use the power of the courts
to seek the legal backing to evict them, and we asked our colleagues at the County Council to
urgently carry out the reviews that would strengthen our legal case,” added Clir Leighton.

Suffolk County Council has been asked by Suffolk Coastal to carry out urgently the necessary
welfare audits for both camps so that any education, health and social issues can be considered
and presented at court if eviction orders are to be sought.

As part of its ongoing campaign to keep travellers off its land, particularly in environmentally
important or sensitive sites, Suffolk Coastal maintains ditches and embankments as an
appropriate way to deter trespassers.

“In these instances we have also relocated a car park, and installed gates and barriers which are
locked wherever it is permitted. Given that we know from bitter experience that travellers are
prepared to fill in ditches, flatten banks, or remove locks and even gates, it is becoming an
increasingly frustrating battle.

“I can, however, assure our residents that we will continue to be vigilant and proactive in
protecting these special places and would urge the travellers to show the same respect to our
communities and our environment and leave the site now,” added ClIr Leighton.
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Archived press release.

O SHARE o824 The district's need for more affordable housing for local residents has received a significant boost

with the recent news that a trebling of national funding will see 86 more homes being built in the
next two years.

Suffolk Coastal’s Cabinet has already shown its backing for this major boost by agreeing last
week (Tuesday) to transfer some land it owns in Kirton to Suffolk Heritage Housing Association
(SHHA) so that 13 homes for rent can be built.

“It is very good news that we managed to get £3.477 million of funding from the Housing
Corporation to enable 18 different developments to get underway across our district over the
coming two years,” said ClIr Chris Slemmings, Cabinet Member for Housing.

“This will mean that 86 more affordable homes will be built by our partner housing associations,
with 23 of them being under the Homebuy part-rent, part-buy initiative, and the rest being
rented. It is a shame that a further £4 million worth of schemes failed to gain funding but it is a
big improvement on the £1.169m we had for the last two years.

“One of the schemes that gained funding was at Weir Place in Kirton where SHHA will get
£481,000 so it can build 13 rented homes for local people and to enable this important project to
proceed we will transfer the land at no cost to SHHA. This is a significant decision as the land is
estimated to be worth £300,000 but providing more affordable housing is a key priority of this
Council,” added ClIr Slemmings.

The other proposals that have gained financial backing from the Housing Corporation are at
Trimley Road, Kirton for six HomeBuy homes, at Aldeburgh for 14 HomeBuy homes, and at
Orford for three HomeBuy homes.

Six homes for rent are set for Trimley Road, Kirton, one at Church Lane, Felixstowe, three at
Walton Community Centre, Felixstowe, three at the Close, Sudbourne, four at Adams Lane,
Walberswick, four at Aldeburgh, two at Maidstone Road, Felixstowe, two at Waveney Road,
Felixstowe, three at Glanville Place, Kesgrave, six at Ropes Drive, Kesgrave, three at St
Margaret's Crescent, Leiston, eight at Orford, four at Parham, and one at Mayflower Avenue,
Saxmundham.

“There is a very real and proven need for more affordable housing across the whole of our
district and it is good news that this successful bid to the Housing Corporation will see more
homes being built in so many different sites.

“I would like to thank our partner housing associations, Hastoe, Suffolk Heritage, and Orwell, who
along with our housing team have drawn together these plans that have succeeded in gaining
some much-needed and well-deserved funding for more affordable homes for our local
residents,” added ClIr Slemmings.
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Suffolk Coastal’'s housing team is ready to use new laws that came into effect last month that
require many houses in multiple occupation (HMOs) to be officially licensed to ensure they meet
national standards.

The new laws are intended to raise standards of accommodation in the private rented sector
with the threat of fines up to £20,000 on landlords if their properties do not come up to scratch.

“We think the new rules will affect 20 or so properties in our district as they apply to any landlord
letting out large HMOs that are on three storeys or more, and have five or more unrelated
people living in them. They must now apply to us for a mandatory licence,” said Clir Chris
Slemmings, Cabinet Member for Housing.

“The Government has specified minimum amenity standards, setting out the requirements for
kitchens, bathrooms and toilets in these types of HMO. We will also have to carry out a health
and safety hazard rating assessments which will look at 29 different potential hazards, and there
is a range of enforcement action we can take if we think there are serious breaches,” added ClIr
Slemmings.

From July 2006 it will be a criminal offence to operate an HMO without applying for a licence
with a possible fine of up to £20,000. The local housing authority, and in certain circumstances
the tenant, can apply for a rent repayment order, under which they can reclaim the rent paid
during the period up to a maximum of 12 months when the landlord did not have a licence or a
licence application outstanding.

A landlord without a licence will also not be able to use a section 21 notice to evict tenants. A
section 21 notice can be used by landlords to serve notice to quit on tenants simply because he
wants to regain possession of his property, not on grounds of rent arrears or other reasons.

“This is an important part of our housing sector as HMOs provide affordable housing for many
young and vulnerable tenants, and this Council has worked closely with landlords to bring about
good standards.

“These new laws have been brought in to ensure that the very worst housing standards in
HMOs can be identified and successfully tackled, and those tenants most at risk from poor
management are given proper protection.

“Nationally, the most common problems associated with multiple occupancy relate to poor fire
safety standards, overcrowding, inadequate facilities and poor or unscrupulous management.
These new powers will help us ensure that these are not issues in our district,” added Clir
Slemmings.

Licensed landlords also have a responsibility to take reasonable steps to ensure that tenants are
not causing problems within the boundaries of the property through anti-social behaviour.

Any landlord wanting more information can contact Suffolk Coastal’s private sector housing team
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New powers will help make bedsits safer

on 01394 444273 or visit the Government’s website http://www.odpm.gov.uk/index.asp?

id=1151996
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Archived press release.

Suffolk Coastal is encouraging even more groups to come forward and help clean up their local
communities after the success of the recent Suffolk Spring Clean which saw over 500 people
filling 1,100 black sacks with litter.

The countywide campaign ran for the week beginning March 20, and in Suffolk Coastal it saw
20 groups from parishes across the district organising litter picks in their local area, with support
from the Council.

“We have an excellent tradition of volunteers helping to clean-up their local communities, as
shown by the fact that another 30 groups have already carried out or plan to carry out a litter-
pick in their area,” said Clir Andrew Nunn, Cabinet Member for the Environment, natural and
built.

“Among those who have come forward to help their community are parish councils, schools, a
young farmers’ group, a conservation group, residents’ associations, a college and a yacht club.
| would like to pay public tribute to all these groups and the countless other individuals who have
come forward to help keep this district clean and green.

“l hope that this will encourage more groups to come forward and carry out either a one-day blitz
or begin regular clear-ups in their area — certainly this Council will offer whatever support we
can. | would also warn the thoughtless minority that drop litter, that we will take action against
them if we catch them,” added Clir Nunn.

As well as supporting local litter pick initiatives, Suffolk Coastal carries out its own street
cleansing programme, and the Council's enforcement officers issue Fixed Penalty Notices to
people caught littering or failing to clear up dog mess.

Fixed Penalty Notices can be issued to anyone dropping litter, including cigarette ends and
chewing gum, or failing to clear up after their dog. If the penalty of £80 is not paid then
prosecution for dropping litter onto land, beaches, rivers, ponds or lakes can result in a fine of up
to £2,500 if the case is taken to court.

Street cleansing and clearing up litter costs Suffolk Coastal residents £700,000 every year, and
litter poses additional costs to the environment not only through pollution but also the hazard it
poses to wildlife.

“It is disappointing that some people care so little about the local environment as to drop so
much litter. There is no excuse for dropping litter, failing to clear up after your dog, or for fly
tipping. The district is well served with litter and dog waste bins at over 2,000 locations, we offer
a special collection service for unwanted household items and there are three County-run
household waste and recycling centres where household items can be disposed of free of
charge,” added Councillor Nunn.

Any parish, town council or organisation or individual who would like to help maintain or further
improve the cleanliness of their neighbourhood by organising a litter pick at any time of the year
can get support from Suffolk Coastal, including sacks, gloves and disposal of waste collected.
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Help make your district even cleaner

Anyone who would like to participate can contact their parish or town council or call Suffolk

Coastal on 01394 444000 or email scsltd@suffolkcoastal.gov.uk for events in their area or to
register an event.

Suffolk Coastal can also arrange to visit schools to talk to pupils about litter and its environmental
impact; any school interested in receiving a visit can contact Suffolk Coastal on 01394 444000.
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Archived press release.

O SHARE o824 The go-ahead was given last week by Suffolk Coastal's Cabinet to begin the official process of

allowing the Council to compulsorily purchase three plots of land that are essential to the
comprehensive development proposed for the South Seafront development site in Felixstowe.

Planning permission for the multi-million pound redevelopment of 17.5 acres of mainly derelict
land is expected to be issued in the near future after the recent Government announcement that
it would not call in the decision made by Suffolk Coastal's South Area Development Control Sub-
Committee last December.

“Virtually all the site is owned by the Council but there remain three plots of land that despite
continued negotiations are still privately-owned. This is an important development for Felixstowe
and we are prepared to use a compulsory purchase order (CPO) to buy the sites if we fail in our
ongoing attempts to reach agreements with the landowners,” said Clir Rae Leighton, Cabinet
Member leading on the South Seafront project.

“The agreed scheme, which last year gained the unanimous support of councillors at the
development control meeting, will be a major boost for residents and visitors, creating a number
of new public services and facilities and attractions for all the family. The sites are critical to the
delivery of the regeneration scheme that is likely to lead to the promotion or improvement of the
economic, social and environmental well-being of the area.

“This is a very important project for the regeneration of this key part of the seafront in
Felixstowe. | remain hopeful that we will be able to reach an agreement with the owners without
having to use our final resort of a CPO to ensure that this vital development can proceed,” added
ClIr Leighton.

Both the Council and its development partner, Bloor Homes, have been in renewed contact with
those owning the land or acting on their behalf. The sites in question are a currently unoccupied
bungalow in Langer Road and two pieces of land facing Langer Road and Orford Road.

If a CPO is issued, then the owners will be entitled to compensation determined by the
independent Lands Tribunal office. The intention to proceed with a CPO will be advertised and it
is possible for people to object to it, although the decision on whether to take account of the
objections would rest with the Government.

There is no fixed timetable for how long the CPO process would take to acquire the land,
although 18 months is being offered as a guide. However, the Council remains hopeful that an
agreement can be reached with the owners so that the CPO powers will not have to be used.
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Archived press release.

The annual in-depth report by the Audit Commission has given Suffolk Coastal a very positive
report with praise for its progress in a number of areas in the year 2004/05.

The report gives Suffolk Coastal a three marks out of four assessment, making it equal best with
two other councils in the county, Babergh and St Edmundsbury, with the Council being praised
for showing ‘a clear focus on value for money and providing cost-effective services'.

“The latest detailed inspection of Suffolk Coastal by the Audit Commission has given the Council
another positive report, and recognises the progress that we have been making to improve our
services. This has been achieved against a background of achieving large budgetary efficiencies
and we were recently recognised as being the eighth best district in the country for delivering
efficiencies and savings,” said Clir Ray Herring, Leader of the Council.

“Due to some adjustments to how the auditors have compiled their reports, this document
largely focuses on the financial year that ended 12 months ago, and as such highlights the
improvements in our recycling and benefits services. | am pleased that those improvements have
been maintained during the last year when we have also delivered significantly better results in
planning and tackling the need for more affordable housing,” added ClIr Herring.

The Council’s financial position remains at the top of its agenda. To put its efforts in context, its
ongoing efficiency drive has seen it achieve £6 million of savings and increased income since
2001. Its Council Tax level remains in the lowest third of all shire district councils, and although
nationally Council Tax bills have risen by an average of over 65 per cent in the last nine years,
Suffolk Coastal has kept its rise to 42 per cent. The Council is succeeding in delivering quality
services despite its expenditure per head of population being relatively low, with nearly two —
thirds of shire district councils spending more than Suffolk Coastal in 2004/05.

“We remain committed to delivering value for money services that meet the priorities of this
district and have embedded monitoring systems to ensure our performance is of the standards
we and our residents demand.

“This report shows we are making progress in the right direction, and that we are performi