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Sea eagles in Suffolk

• NFU opposition

• but…

• committed to working with NE 
& FERA
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• Agricultural landscape

• Concentrated outdoor livestock

– Pigs

– Poultry

– Lambs

– Legislation, consumer demand, greater 
understanding of welfare

• Suffolk coast unique
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Hazards identified by NE-commissioned report on potential livestock impacts

• Predation

– ‘lazy and opportunistic’

– Large concentrations of outdoor 
livestock

– No control

– Return to indoor production?
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Hazards identified by NE-commissioned report on potential livestock impacts

Indirect losses

– Over-flying and ‘spooking’

• Hens smothering 

• Going off lay

• Sows deserting litters

• Sows overlaying

• Stress compromises development and 

condition – lower yields
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Hazards identified by NE-commissioned report on potential livestock impacts

Secondary indirect losses

– Loss of outdoor units – relocation 
(rotations, soil, socio-economics) or 
indoor production

– Loss on investment

– Breaching of fences

– Disease 
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• Food & Environment Research 

Agency (FERA) Livestock 

Management Package

– Farm visits

– Pig, poultry and sheep

– Perspectives of range of farmers

– Practical measures, mitigation and 
compensation
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• Some benefits

• Tourism

– Few farming beneficiaries

– Congestion

– Public access vs. environmental management

– Tourists vs. local residents
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Sea eagles in Suffolk: 

the NFU perspective

• Damaging for agriculture

• Inappropriate use of public cash

• Existing species and habitats 

could benefit from investment
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